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Church Events 

 Sept 5th  — Labor Day  Offices 

Closed 

 Sept 8th – Lunch Bunch 

 Sept 9th — NGUMC Children’s 

Retreat 

 Sept 14th  — Weds. Night 

Supper 

 Sept 11 & 18th—Methodist 101 

Class 

 Sept 18th — Children’s Lunch 

w/Pastor Lisa 

 Sept 19th  — UMW 

 Every Monday — Choir Practice 

 Every Tuesday — Old Goats 

 Every Wednesday — Jubilee 

Singers and Prayer Meeting 

 Every Thursday—Bible Study  

Join Pastor Lisa for a 2 evening class, Sunday, September 11 and 18th from 4-
6 pm in the Contemporary Worship Center.  Learn Methodist history, a 
little bit about John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, some history and polity, 
and ways that Cokes Chapel is living out the commission to make disciples for 
Jesus Christ.  Each week, our leadership will join us to share about their area of 
ministry so you can begin to discern the way that you can connect.   

Following this class, we will have a "Joining Sunday" on September 25 for 
those who are ready to make a commitment to serving Christ through Cokes.  
Members are also welcome to sit in and learn too!  

Please notify Barbara or Pastor Lisa at  the church office so that we have 
enough printed materials for everyone. See you there 



 
Before we know it.... 
 
Fall will be here!  Fortunately we live where 
leaves change color, the air gets cooler, and we 
can tell a new season is upon us.  I look forward 
to the seasonal changes, and I hope you do to. 
Brisk temperatures, the color of the sky (I love 
the vibrant blue of a fall sky!) and even changing 
wardrobe are positives for me.  I guess you can 
say I delight in the ebb and flow of these 
changes, for it brings heightened awareness and 
a certain anticipation for what is to come. 
 
You have weathered some changes recently as 
Jack and I have arrived.  You have graciously 
accepted us, welcomed us into your community, 
and been so very patient as I learn about you!  
Even though I don't intend to get busy changing 
things (I've heard pastors shouldn't change 
anything for a year!), just by being here, things 
change. 
 
It's like putting a rock in a river: it changes the 
course of the water, even the sound being made 
as water moves.  Anything new introduced to a 
system creates change by virtue of it's presence.  
BUT - it's not all about me!   
 
Do you know that by your presence, you change 
the course of the church and community?  When  
you come to worship, take time to visit with one  

another, plan to lead or take a bible study, join 
the choir, greet a guest, take a meal, write a 
card, pray for your church, pastor, the youth 
director search, the new Intergenerational 
Director position that Kim will be taking that will 
afford all new opportunities for all ages... The 
ripples you make can change the course of your 
life, life of our church, and the lives of many who 
are seeking peace in the midst of life's changes. 
 
Pray with me, as we live life together, that we 
will remember our constant, unchanging God.  
God is our rock, our fortress, our strong center 
to the changes of seasons and circumstances in 
life.  In Jesus Christ, we are invited to embrace 
changes that come and find new riches in the 
ways God accompanies us. There is someone 
you will meet each week that is facing change, 
they may be lost, suffering, confused or sad: you 
have something to offer.  Would you commit to 
looking for opportunities to name Cokes Chapel 
each week? Let them know that they are 
welcome in our community. 
 
Your presence makes a difference. Let's share 
the Good News:  God is with us, with every 
change and new circumstance! 
 
The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my 
deliverer, my God, my rock, in whom I take 
refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, 
my stronghold and my refuge, my savior... ". 
Samuel 22: 2b,3 

 
 

PASTOR’S NOTES 



September Cryptures 
Doctor Robert Littleton Smith was born May 5, 1853 and was a son of Reverend George Edward Smith and Martha Pinkard.  His great 
grandfather was John Smith who was born in London, England and immigrated to the colony of Virginia.  John had fought with the 
Colonial forces as a captain during the American Revolution.

Robert’s grandfather was Captain George Smith who fought in the War of 1812 in Virginia and his grandmother was Caroline Manson 
Hunnicutt, a sister of J.E.P. Hunnicutt.  

It is believed that the extended Smith family moved to Oglethorpe County, Georgia in the early 1800’s and then on to Coweta County 
to take advantage of the Land Lottery.  You will recall that Reverend George Edward Smith brought men to Coweta County to clear 
land and built cabins for his uncle Dr. Ira Ellis Smith.  This land belonged to Mark Smith and possibly Nathaniel Smith.  They were 
older than Ira so he was probably an uncle.  

The plantation house was built about 1835 on 640 acres of land between two branches of the McIntosh Trail. Very little is known of 
Mark Smith but he may have never lived in the possibly using it as a travelers rest. I’m sure you remember that Mark sold some 
property to Cokes Chapel in 1842. When Mark Smith died in 1844 the property was deeded to his wife and children and shortly 
thereafter was bought by Dr. Ira Ellis Smith.  

The house was and “I” design and in a Federal style which is one of the few left in Georgia.  It was built on single block granite 
foundations.  The framing was massive hewn pine timbers that were inscribed with Roman numerals indicating the order and location 
of assembly.  They had a smokehouse, a well, a grain building, a mule building and several others.

In those early days it was difficult for the pioneers.  It came down to “root, hog or die.”  The woods though were teeming with game 
and they certainly shot squirrels, rabbit, dear and turkey from their front porch.

Families were large in those days as it was a farming was a labor intensive occupation.  It took time to get to the fields with the mules, 
then periodic resting for the animals and men and then the return home.  It would take horses or mules sixteen 10 hour days to plough 
just forty acres with a 12” furrow.  With oxen it took twenty-five 10 hour days.  The total distance walked would be 330 miles.  Now 
multiply that out for 640 acres.  No wonder you never saw fat farmers.

Captain George Smith and his brother Littleton were in the cavalry in 1836 Indian Wars fighting in Florida and the Creeks in Alabama 
under General Scott.  In that year Georgia George Gilmer was traveling from Alabama to his home in Oglethorpe County along the 
McIntosh Trail.  He stopped his carriage at a house near the road to get some water and to his surprise met an old friend, the “gallant” 
Captain George Smith.  They had known each other in Oglethorpe County.

Dr. Ira Ellis Smith was becoming a notable politician in Coweta County and was elected several times as a State Representative and 
State Senator.  By 1847 he thought it was time to build his own place at Thomas’ Crossroads.  Things were getting a bit crowded so 
he deeded the property to Reverend George Edward Smith and had the Cole brothers build him a mansion.  These were the same 
Coles who built Cokes Chapel in 1850.

The home was never harmed during the Civil War.  The family took in both Union and Confederate troops who had been wounded as 
Brig. Gen. McCook advanced on Newnan along the Lower Fayetteville road.  Reverend George Edward Smith made sure those who 
died got a decent burial at Cokes Chapel where he was a member.

Robert Littleton Smith married Sarah A. Carmichael on June 1, 1884.  They had four sons and four daughters.  Robert became a 
dentist and continued farming until he had a heart attack.  At that point he gave up dentistry but continued to farm.  But his 
descendants say he never completed medical school.

In the years following the Civil War the economy in Georgia was a shambles.  It was so bad that Robert had to use most of the 640 
acres as collateral for the mortgage because of crop failures.  Finally in order to save the house he deeded the remaining two acres 
and the house to his wife.

Robert and his brother Edward Manson built the pulpit of Cokes Chapel and moved it to the back of the sanctuary.  Then in 1895 they 
built the alter railing which Richie Beam just recently painted.

Their daughter Mary Jennie married Samuel Luther Todd.  Daughter Lou Ella married Henry Lenderman and son Andrew disappeared 
during WWI in 1916.  He was an aviator on experimental flights in Miami.  

Their neighbors were the Stewart family, the Willis family and the North family.  All just down the road toward Sharpsburg.

Robert died June 7, 1935.  The Coweta Chronicles state that he died in the same bed he was born in.

Everyone mentioned are buried in Cokes Chapel cemetery except for Mark Smith, Nathaniel Smith, John Smith, and Ira Ellis Smith. 



Wednesday Night Supper 
Wednesday Night Supper is planned on September 
14th  from 5:30 to 7pm in the Fellowship Hall.  
Menu to follow … 

Buy a  cket this Sunday or reserve your spot through 
the church office!  

A Reason to Celebrate! 
We’ve leased a new church bus!  The bus can be 
used for several of our ministry areas.  Some uses 
that we project include:  Jubilee Singers, Lunch 
Bunch, Hollonville Trips, pick up shut‐ins on Sunday 
mornings, youth trips, etc. 

This bus has 13 seats plus the driver, a television, a 
big air unit, and a baggage compartment in the rear. 

"It's About the Heart" at Cokes Chapel!  We grow  together 
in faith through learning, serving, worshiping, praying and 
being present together for these 
things.  All these ac vi es come out of your heart 
commitment you made to Christ.   

We will be remembering the stories of the heart that Cokes 
Chapel has brought to life in our community. Through music, 
shared stories and sermon, we will give thanks for what God 
has done in our lives and then prayerfully commit together 
on Oct. 2 the ways we will serve Christ at Cokes for the 
coming year. 

We will be having a combined worship with both Tradi onal 
choir and Praise band, a rousing worship service and a  me 
of commitment, followed by a covered dish meal in the 
Contemporary Worship Center.  Plan now to pray about 
what God is calling you to do, from your heart to build the 
Kingdom in this community in 2017, and block out your 
calendar for one combined Amazing Worship Service on 
Sunday, Oct. 2 at 10:30 am! 

More informa on to follow. 

“It’s About the Heart” 



Do no harm 

Do good 

Stay in Love with God! 

During the month of July, we enjoyed special weekly 
church‐wide gatherings! Con nuing this opportuni‐
ty for fellowship and refreshments, the Hospitality 
team will host a monthly gathering on the third Sun‐
day of the month from 10:30 ‐ 10:55 a.m. under the 
awning.  We encourage you to come a bit early to 
church or at the end of your Sunday School  me to 
enjoy fresh‐baked cookies and beverages and visit 
with others in our Cokes Chapel family.   If you have 
other ideas or would like to be part of the Hospitality 
team, please let Pam, Caren or Jennifer know.  We 
hope you will plan to join us for these occasions. 

The contest to name both the Weekly Announcements 
(E‐Mail) and the Monthly Newsle er (Printed Copy) 
has been extended for one week!  You s ll have  me 
to get an entry into the church office.  Winners will be 
announced next Sunday, August 14th!   

This October, the LaGrange District churches will celebrate 
Disability Awareness Sunday (either October 9th or the next 
closest Sunday appropriate for that congrega on).  Disability 
Awareness is an important part of the lives of our congrega‐
ons, ranging from physical accessibility to issues rela ng to 

theological and social accessibility and how cogni ve and de‐
velopmental disabili es, physical disabili es, mental illnesses, 
and aging, as well as countless other parts of the human ex‐
perience factor into our collec ve life as a church family.  On 
August 20th, any interested members of the church can come 
talk to the Disability Awareness Coordinator for the LaGrange 
District and get some resources for the church and for Disa‐
bility Awareness Sunday.  The Disability Awareness Resource 
Day will be August 20th from 10 am ‐ 2 pm at Cokes Chap‐

Hospitality Opportunities THANK YOU FROM  
BRIGHTER DAY! 

Through the generosity of Cokes Chapel members, 
about 80 underprivileged children were furnished 
with school supplies. What a wonderful outreach 
mission for our church. Thank you all! 

Disability Resource Fair 8/20 

CONTEST EXTENDED! 

A Reason to Celebrate! 
Good news from the Finance Commi ee.  We just 
paid off two of our church busses!  That only 
leaves us with one bus which we s ll owe on.  
What a blessing! 



September Birthdays    September Anniversaries 
3  Madeline Cruz 

3      Jessica Kennedy 

6  Rita Godwin 

8  Linda Wozniak 

11  Luke Beam 

11    Kristen Manuel 

12  Sara Beam 

13  Andy Manuel 

13  Alice South 

13    Tica Spake 

14    Bill Peek 

Prayer List 

3  Donna & Floyd Collins 

4  Dona & Charles Byrd 

7      Carol & Michael Ross 

16  Pat & Roger Harkins 

25    Debbie & Larry Carter 

15  Sherrie Kemmerer 

16  Cindy Allen 

16  Kathy Bryant 

17  Lib Todd 

21  Al Warren 

22  Amanda Bryant 

23  Tammy Greyer 

26  Sarah Cole 

29  Jack Dempsey 

30  Blair Graydon 

30  Abby Todd 

30    Sid Underwood 

Current: 

Wayne Ellis 

Mary Furrow 

McCarthy Family 

Ongoing: 

Gail Brooke 

The Carter Family 

Butch Cassell 

Judy Edmiston  

Roger Harkins 

Allen Kinnard 

Del Lenox 

Sid Underwood 

Jane Webb 

Betsy Williams 

Nancy Lee Williams 

Homebound: 

Merlene Smith 

Sue Sullivan 

Joyce Taylor 

Joe & Lib Todd 

New Committee  
Meeting Times 

 Trustees meet 1st Wednesday of each month

 Finance meets  2nd Wednesday/each month

 Childcare meets 3rd Wednesday/each month

 Ad Council meets 4th Wednesday/each

month

 SPR and Lay Leadership meet as needed

The  Lunch  Bunch  Group  will  be  mee ng  at  Red 
Lobster,  990 Bullsboro Dr, Newnan, GA 30265 next 
Thursday,  September  8th  at  11:30.    Please  sign  up 
on  Sunday  if  you  would  like  to  a end  so  that 
reserva ons can be made ahead of  me.  For more 
informa on or  to  RSVP,  call Wanda Moore  at  678‐
410‐9274. 

LUNCH BUNCH, 9/8 


