
 
2016 

May 

Coke’s Chapel  

Congregation 

Prayer Requests 

May Birthday List 

May Anniversary List 

Church Calendar 

The Messenger 

Greetings Church Family, 

 
It was announced in the worship services this week that I will receive a new appointment to serve as 
pastor of The United Methodist Church At The Well during the convening of this year's North Georgia 
Annual Conference in June. This is a bittersweet time for our family as we prepare to say goodbye to 
Cokes Chapel while looking forward to new ministry opportunities. 
 
United Methodist clergy are given the charge to serve a community through the church of their 
appointment. In this case, we will be appointed by Bishop Watson to serve Cartersville and its 
surrounding community through The United Methodist Church At the Well. The Well is a newer church 
in Bartow County, and I am called to do something I've done two other times: follow a new church's 
founding pastor.  
 
The appointment to Cartersville carries with it some deep meaning for me. My mother is from 
Cartersville, and I spent a lot of my childhood there with my grandparents. My nana and papa kept my 
brother and me during summers and breaks from school, which is where I learned to garden, ride a bike, 
bait a hook, and develop an appreciation for timeless tv shows, like "Andy Griffith," "Mr. Ed," and "Green 
Acres." My grandparents were also the ones who took my brother and me to church and Sunday School 
for the very first time at Sam Jones United Methodist. I have many memories of the community, and we 
are eager to answer God's call to serve there.  
 
It is not without sadness, though, as we prepare to leave the place we've called home for nearly ten 
years. Since being appointed to The Lighthouse in 2006, through the ministry merger with Cokes Chapel 
in 2010, to when I was appointed as pastor-in-charge in 2013, our family found a home, lifelong friends, 
and a meaningful ministry. Throughout all the highs and lows we've shared together, this decade has been 
special and shaped us in some unbelievable ways. From putting up with my unusual sense of humor, 
displaying mind boggling expressions of generosity, to praying us through adopting Mia and her health 
struggles, you have been with us every step of the way, and we will dearly miss the community of faith at 
Lighthouse and Cokes Chapel.  
 
Understandably, there are questions as to why now, and it primarily centers around the fact that Ethan 
enters high school this fall. Due to the length of my cumulative tenure in this combined appointment (I 
am in my 10th year), I was informed that the chances of our family being able to stay long enough to see 
him through high school are remote at best. Knowing we would likely face a move in the next year or 
two anyway, we decided to go ahead and make our family available this year in the event the bishop and 
appointive cabinet decided it was time for us to move. There was no guarantee at any point that a move 
would transpire. Just so everyone is aware, the Staff Parish Committee was unanimous in requesting we 
return for another year, and Tiffany and I remained torn as to whether or not this was the time. We 
placed it in God's hand and trusted the wisdom of the bishop and his cabinet. So even though the news 
that came last Friday (April 29) brings some grief with the reality of a move, we also feel some relief, 
because this timing gives Ethan the best chance possible to start and finish his high school experience in 
the same location. Please understand that the decision to even make ourselves available for a possible 
reappointment was a laborious one, and it did not come without much prayer, conversation, and 
discernment. Ultimately, it came down to trusting God and being willing to do what was best for our 
son.  
 
Cokes Chapel has a vision "to be a place for all God's children," and it is my prayer that the church holds 
fast to this vision, commit to it, and recommit as necessary to order future ministry. The Childcare 
Center is doing amazing things under Bridget Adamson's direction; Kim Reindl and Bobby Totten are 
making huge impacts for Christ on the children and youth in the church and community; the scouting 
programs are unrivaled in our area; and the loving generosity of Cokes Chapel touches someone's life in 
the name of Jesus Christ on a daily basis. Cokes Chapel's vision helps drive the mission of making 
disciples of Jesus here, there, and everywhere from creative weekly worship with powerful music under 
Jennie Underwood and Meghan McMullen's leadership, to projects that benefit the last, the lost, the least 
around the world. These are the things that must carry on, regardless who the pastor is appointed to 
serve in this sacred place.  

Cont. next page... 
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I know and appreciate the person who will be appointed next month to serve as the pastor-in-charge for Cokes Chapel. The Rev. Lisa 
Dempsey and I first got to know each other when we were seminary students at Emory University's Candler School of Theology. She has 
served churches of varying styles and I know she will bring her warm spirit, creative ideas for worship, and passion for spiritual formation to 
Cokes Chapel. I also want to ask you to pray for Pastor Lisa, her husband, Jack, and the church she is leaving, for change is trying for 
everyone. Trust our United Methodist itinerant system and the wisdom of our bishop and his appointive cabinet, for I know that every 
decision is spirit led; and when the time comes, be prepared to offer her family a warm welcome as only Cokes Chapel can do.  
 

Our time is not yet finished, as we still have this month to share together in worship, fellowship, and service. We have our involvement in 
the RACE for the Orphans on Saturday, our annual women's ministry hamburger supper on May 18, Graduate Sunday, and Memorial Day 
commemoration on May 28, as well as preparations for this year's Childcare Center Day Camp, GROW Day Camp, youth missions, and 
other great opportunities to make disciples of Jesus here, there, and everywhere. In the midst of these great opportunities, Tiffany, Ethan, 
Mia, and I will bid Cokes Chapel farewell on Sunday, June 5, where we will gather in one combined worship celebration at 10:30am, followed 
by a church-wide meal. Pastors Lisa and I will then receive our official appointments to Cokes Chapel and The United Methodist Church At 
The Well respectively on Thursday, June 9, and move the following week. During the time of transition from June 5 until June 19, Cokes 
Chapel will prepare to offer a warm and eager welcome to Pastor Lisa and family as the itinerating pastors all over North Georgia lead 
worship in their new appointments.  
 
On behalf of my family, I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for everything you mean to us. Our lives are enriched because of 
sharing in this ministry with you. Yes, it is an emotional time for us, but we also look forward with great enthusiasm for what God has in 
store for us, for The Church At The Well, for Pastor Lisa and family, and of course, for our beloved Cokes Chapel family. Please keep all of 
us in prayer, be patient with us during the time for transitions, share a laugh, and maybe a tear as we prepare to continuously follow God's 
leadership to make disciples of Jesus for the transformation of the world.  
 
 
Love, 
Pastor Mark 

Grow Day Camp                  

Cokes Chapel UMC                     

June 13-17    $135 
 

Rising 1st-6th grades 
Register at www.growdaycamps.org.  
 

Register today for a $25 discount! 
Pay only $110 of the $135 when registering! 

From page 1 

UMW is sponsoring its annual    
W e d n e s d a y  N i g h t  S u p p e r 
(Hamburger/Hotdog)  on May 18 from 
5:30 to 7:00pm. Tickets are available to 
purchase in advance.  Please see a UMW 
member to buy them.  Dinner will be served 
in the Fellowship Hall.  
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May Cryptures 

Aquilla Hardy was born March 10th, 1794 in Bertie County, North 
Carolina. He was the youngest of 13 children born to Jesse and 
Elizabeth Hardy. At the age of 19 he joined Captain Richard Park’s 
Company of the Georgia Militia Regiment as a private.  The War of 
1812 had already been going on for a year by then.  He was one of 
the many who “took a little trip” but for Aquilla he probably never 
went any further than Alabama.  The British had enlisted the help of 
the Indians to fight the Americans in 1812 and because of this 
Aquilla probably fought in the Creek War which was also known as 
the Red Stick War.  However, after further research it appears he 
may have been a member of the Harris Regiment Georgia Militia 
which was attached to General Andrew Jackson.

Aquilla came marching home to Lincoln County, Georgia in March 
of 1814 and married his sweetheart Mary Polly Steward in May.  
Evidently Polly was the girl he left behind in order to serve his 
country.  Over the years they had twelve children; 5 boys and 7 
girls.  By 1824 or 1825 at the age of 31 Aquilla and his family moved 
west to Coweta County.  He leased some land from an Indian who 
was a member of the Coweta tribe of the Cherokee.  This was just 
prior to Coweta actually being organized into a county and the first 
land lottery.  Aquilla is believed to have been the first white settler 
in the county.  He later purchased land and established a trading 
post near Line Creek close to the junction of Georgia Highway 34 
and Georgia Highway 54.  Whether it was the same land he leased 
from the Indian is unknown.  The town of Kidron (Kedron) grew 
from that trading post.

Aqiuilla’s father, Jesse Hardy, died in December of 1828 and left his 
son $67.10.  Today that would amount to $1,675.00.  A nice sum 
for a growing family when the average weekly wage for 1828 was 
fifty-cents.

In 1869 his wife Polly passed away.  Her father, William had left her 
some property which then passed to Aquilla.  They had been 
married 55 years, but Aquilla found a new love interest in the 
widow Nancy T. (Harris) Bolar.  They were married in 1873.  
Nancy had dark hair, brown eyes, and a dark complexion and was 
five feet six inches tall.  By this time Aquilla was 79 and Nancy was 
58.
Over the years Aquilla Hardy had been a postmaster for 40 years, a 
justice of the peace for Fayette County from 1820 to 1869 and a 
Coweta County Grand Juror in 1835, 1849, and 1853.
Aquilla passed away on April, 29 1884.  He was 91 years old in an 
age where life expectancy was somewhere between 35 and 55.  The 
Turin correspondent for “The Newnan Herald” reported that 
Aquilla Hardy was an exemplary member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church (Cokes Chapel) for 50 years and he was 
esteemed by everyone who knew him.  He was laid to rest in the 
Cokes Chapel Cemetery, in the vicinity of the Magnolia tree.  The 
large stone with no inscription next to his is probably Polly’s.  

His wife Nancy would go on to claim his pension from the War of 
1812.  This amounted to $8 per month or an equivalent of $228.57 
today.  She would later pass in 1901 in Kedron, Coweta, Georgia.

The United Methodist Women having taken on 
the task of maintaining  the food pantry in 
Fellowship Hall.  They would like to name the 
pantry and are having a contest for the best 
suggestion.  Submit yours to the church office 
and you just might win the prize! 

MAY LUNCH BUNCH 

The Lunch Bunch group is going to McGuire’s in 
Senoia this month on May 12th.  We will meet 
at the church around 11:00am and drive over 
together for an 11:30am lunch. A sign up sheet 
will be out this Sunday — please sign up if you 
are planning on attending or call Joyce Harman 
at 251-786-4102. 

MEMORIAL SUNDAY 
A short Memorial Sunday 
Service is planned for 
Sunday May 29th, at 
10AM in our cemetery outside the chapel.  
This is a time when we will honor those 
veterans who are buried in our cemetery as 
well as the veterans who come to visit.  The 
service will be followed with a light breakfast 
which will be served in our Fellowship Hall. 

GRADUATE SUNDAY 
Our high school and college 
graduates will be recognized at 
both services on Sunday, May 
22nd.  If you have a photograph to submit, 
please get it into the church office by Tuesday, 
May 18th.  This is an exciting time of year for 
graduates and their families.  As a church family, 
let’s celebrate their accomplishments together! 
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4096 Lower Fayetteville Road 
Sharpsburg, GA 30277 

Ongoing: 
Gail Brooke 
The Carter Family 
Butch Cassell 
Judy Edmiston  
Mark Freeman 
Roger Harkins 
Mia Jordan 
Allen Kinnard 
Del Lenox 
Carl & Alice South 
Sid Underwood 
Betsy Williams 
Nancy Lee Williams 

Homebound:
Merlene Smith 
Sue Sullivan 
Joyce Taylor 
Joe & Lib Todd 

Prayer List: 

To request a prayer or join the e-mail  
Prayer Line, please contact  

Debbie Carter,  
678-233-4980(cell)

2 James Bomba 
2   Seth Newton 
5 Clay Reindl 
6 Sandy Cavender 
7 Mallory Booth 
9 Ty Adamson 
9   Dick Vermilyea 
13 Dianne Gammell 
14 Abe Abraham 
14 Howard Jones 
14  Pat Patrick 
15 DeBee Kirkland 
16 Joyce Harman 
17 Bill Carter 
17 Fred Dennin 
18 Brittany Bomba 
19 Dee Croft 
19 Sean McCarthy 

Current: 
Sandra Oliver’s 
daughter, Sherrie 
Kathy Schumacher & 
her nephew, Logan 
Josh, Alicia &  
Carson Smith  

1 Bill & Sherba Peek 
4 Steve & DeBee Kirkland 
18 Craig & Cindy Cox 
22 Mark & Tiffany Jordan 
25 Stephen & Jennifer Corbett 
25  Keith & Jacqueline Simpson 

May 

May 

19  Erica Sweet 
22 Lori Taylor 
24 Judy Roberts 
25 Cornelia Cunningham 
28 Crystal Bishop 
28  Carl South 
31  Ian Cole 


