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We’re off to see the Wizard! 
 

We had a phenomenal Holy Week and Easter celebration this year, and I hope you realize you are 
basking in the glory of God’s love. Jesus’ sacrifice and victorious resurrection completely changed 
eternity – let alone the world in which we live – and we are called to share this good news with others. 
We will begin a new five-week message series this coming Sunday to help us better understand the 
transformative power of God’s love during this Easter season and beyond. 
 

The Shema is the most important prayer in Judaism. The word, Shema, is the Hebrew verb, to hear. The 
Shema prayer, found in Deuteronomy 6:4-9, is spoken daily in the Jewish tradition: “Hear, O Israel: The 
LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your might. And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and 
when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.” 
 

The Shema prayer was so influential and important that Jesus used it as the beginning of His answer to 
the “greatest commandment” question in Mark 12:28–30: “And one of the scribes came up and heard them 
disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the 
most important of all?” Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 
one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 
commandment greater than these.” 
 
 

When Jesus began His answer with the Shema prayer, He acknowledged the Lord God as most 
important and that complete devotion to Him is the most important of the commandments. It is no 
surprise that the scribe replied this way in verses 32–33: “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he 
is one, and there is no other besides him. And to love him with all the heart and with all the understanding and 
with all the strength, and to love one's neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and 
sacrifices.”  
 

Even today, Christians can look to the words of the Shema as a wonderful expression that the Lord is 
the one true God. As we acknowledge Jesus’ Lordship, our response should always be to hear Him, love 
Him with all our heart, soul, and might, and love our neighbor as ourselves.  
 

If you think about what it means to love God with all of your heart, soul, mind, and strength, perhaps it 
brought to mind the principle characters from the classic L. Frank Baum novel and the 1939 classic film. 
Each character in the film represents a journey to find the true source and strength of life: 
 

Heart: The Tinman  

Soul: Dorothy 

Mind: The Scarecrow 

Strength: The Cowardly Lion 
 

And in the case of each character, they came to appreciate what they sought as something they already 
had as a result of their shared experience. So as we work through the Easter season together, we will 
explore the Shema prayer by using one of the world’s most beloved stories, The Wizard of Oz. 
 

We will use themes and elements from The Wizard of Oz over the next five Sundays to help us better 
appreciate the Shema prayer, and our shared experience with God and each other. I hope you will make 
plans to join us weekly through May 1st for this new and exciting message series. Remember to invite a 
friend to join you for worship, and if you happen to miss a message while we’re off to see the wizard, you 
can always catch it online (www.cokeschapel.org) or via our new church mobile app for Apple and 
Android devices. The schedule for our series is as follows… 
 

Continued on next page... 

Cokes Chapel  

April Meetings 
SPR—April 3 @ 4PM 

Trustees—April 10 @ 11AM 

UMW—April 18 @ 10:30AM 

CCCC—April 19 @ 7PM 

Ad Council—April 24th @ 4PM 
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April 3: The Shema  
Text: Mark 12:28-34 | Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
Focus: Love God with all your heart, soul, mind and 
strength. 

April 10: Your Tinman's Heart 
Text: Luke 6:43-45 | Proverbs 4:23 
Focus: Out of the overflow of the heart. 

April 17: Your Dorothy Soul 
Text: Luke 9:23-26 
Focus: Dorothy's place and home was found as her 
soul rested. 

April 24: Your Scarecrow Mind  
Text: Philippians 4:4-7 
Focus: Guard your mind. 

May 1: Your Lion Strength 
Text: Isaiah 35:1-10 | James 1:17-27 
Focus: Power from powerlessness and hope from 
hopelessness. 

God Bless, and I hope to see you Sunday as we 
travel Over the Rainbow and begin our journey 
down the yellow brick road! 

Pastor Mark  

Grow Day Camp  

Cokes Chapel UMC  

June 13-17    $135 

Rising 1st-6th grades 
Register at 
www.growdaycamps.org.  
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Thursday, April 18th 
HANNAH BROS. STUDIO CAFÉ  
(at Pinewood Studios in Fayetteville) 
Buffet Style - $7.50 to $12.50 
We will be carpooling from the church at 11:00am. 
Either sign-up to attend or call DeBee Kirkland at 
404-630-0596.

COVERED DISH, 4/20 
A covered dish has been planned for 
Wednesday, April 20th at 6pm in 
the Fellowship Hall.  So bring your 
favorite and plan on coming for some 
fun and fellowship.  We hope to see 
many of you that evening! 

“Cryptures” 
(Stories from our Cokes Chapel Cemetery) 

George Edward Smith traveled to the 6th District of Coweta 
County (the 6th district was considered the garden spot of the 
county) in 1829 by wagon from Oglethorpe County.  George 
was only 15 years old at the time. He brought with him several 
men to help clear land and build cabins for his uncle Dr. Ira Ellis 
Smith who won the land in the Land Grant Lottery of 1828.  
Dr. Smith’s plantation house was built seven miles east of 
Newnan close to the Thomas’ Crossroads on the old Wynn’s 
Pond road.  It would later be named Shoal Creek and is still 
standing today according to one report.  

George returned with the hands to Oglethorpe County only to 
come back to Coweta on foot driving cattle for two well to do 
men.  He received twenty-five cent a day for his labors.  This 
might not sound like more than a very long walk but he was 
walking through primal forest where lurked puma, wolf, bear 
and any number of other varmints and Indians. Can you imagine 
anyone doing that today for those wages!

George was a hard worker and very industrious.  He was well 
educated and became a highly respected Methodist Episcopal 
preacher in Coweta County.  His home church was Cokes 
Chapel, however there is no evidence that he every preached 
there.  He was well loved but was also known for being 
puritanical and insisting that the women folk refer to their 
husbands as Mr. or My Lord.  The Methodists of the time 
believed in austerity and were known for expelling women 
wearing jewelry to church.

Two of George’s sons built the pulpit in Cokes Chapel around 
the middle post.  It was later removed to the Fellowship Hall 
but has since gone missing.

Reverend George Edward Smith was buried in the Cokes 
Chapel cemetery

January 05, 1883.  He was only sixty-nine years old.

(Thanks goes to Thom McCague for contributing this story.) 
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April 2016 

4096 Lower Fayetteville Road 
Sharpsburg, GA 30277 

Ongoing: 
The Carter Family 
Butch Cassell 
Judy Edmiston  
Mark Freeman 
Roger Harkins 
Mia Jordan 
Allen Kinnard 
Del Lenox 
Carl & Alice South 
Sid Underwood 
Betsy Williams 
Nancy Lee Williams 

Homebound: 
Merlene Smith 
Sue Sullivan 
Joyce Taylor 
Joe & Lib Todd 

Prayer List: 
To request a prayer or join the e-mail  

Prayer Line, please contact  
Debbie Carter,  

678-233-4980(cell) 

1 Madeleine Harris 
6 Susan Freeman 
7 Nancy Williams 
8 Wilford McDaniel 
15 Camille Tolar 
18 Steve Kirkland 
21 Jocelyn Hanes 
22 Betsy Bagley 
22  Hunter Patrick 

Current: 
Wayne Ellis 
Jill Ross 

1   Bill & Susan Kennedy 

2   Carl & Alice South 

3   Fred & Jo Dennin 

April 

April 


